
         RESOLUTION NO. 23-021 
                 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD OPPOSING TOKYO 
ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY (TEPCO) AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN’S PLANNED 
DISCHARGE OF WASTEWATER FROM THE 
FUKUSHIMA DAIICHI NUCLEAR POWER PLANT 
INTO THE PACIFIC OCEAN 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD DOES HEREBY 

RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, on April 13, 2021, Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) and the 
government of Japan announced its plan to release more than 1.28 million metric tons of 
wastewater from the damaged Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant into the Pacific 
Ocean, starting as early as spring 2023 and continuing for the next 30 years; 

 
WHEREAS, the Advanced Liquid Processing System (ALPS), the filtration system 

used at the site cannot remove all radioactive materials before the release, leaving 72 
percent of the water exceeding the regulatory standards and containing radioactive 
substances such as tritium (H-3), carbon-14, strontium-90, cesium-137, and plutonium; 

 
WHEREAS, the wastewater from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant is 

highly radioactive and is fundamentally different from the water from a nuclear power plant 
during a regular operation; 

 
WHEREAS, Fukushima radiation has been detected on West Coast shores of the 

United States and Canada since 2015, and whatever is released in the planned discharge 
will eventually reach the shores of the United States and Canada and other nations in the 
Pacific, affecting their marine and coastal environment; 

 
WHEREAS, in April 2021, three independent human rights experts appointed by 

the United Nations Human Rights Council expressed their concerns that the dumping of 
wastewater from the Fukushima Daiichi could impact millions of lives and livelihoods in 
the Pacific region, and such dumping imposes considerable risks to the full enjoyment of 
human rights of concerned populations in and beyond the borders of Japan; 

 
WHEREAS, the processing of wastewater through ALPS will not change the 

quantity of radioactivity in the water, and such radioactivity could accumulate in parts of 
the marine environment and living organisms through bioaccumulation; 

 
WHEREAS, radioactive substances contained in the wastewater such as tritium 

and strontium, when consumed, may have negative long-term health effects on a body; 
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WHEREAS, Dr. Arjun Makhijani, along with four other scientists, has pointed out 
multiple deficiencies in TEPCO’s plan, including inadequacies in sampling, inadequacies 
in assessing the effectiveness of ALPS, and inadequacies in ecosystem assessment; 

 
WHEREAS, Fukushima agricultural, forestry, fisheries, and consumer 

cooperatives strongly oppose the TEPCO plan of disposing the wastewater into the 
Pacific Ocean; 

 
WHEREAS, civil society groups, elected officials, and scholars in Japan, the 

United States, and other nations in the Pacific region have expressed concerns with 
TEPCO’s plan and petitioned the Japanese government to reconsider its plan; 

 
WHEREAS, safer, more environmentally sound alternative solutions have been 

proposed by Japanese civil society groups, engineers, and researchers; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Tim Deere-Jones, independent marine pollution researcher, has 

warned that populations who live or work within 10 miles from the Pacific coastline may 
be adversely affected by the release, because the radioactive particles can travel inland 
due to the evaporation of the ocean water;  

 
WHEREAS, the City of West Hollywood is situated within 10 miles of the coastline; 

and, therefore, its residents and businesses are at risk of being adversely affected by the 
planned release; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of West Hollywood demands TEPCO and the government of 

Japan reconsider the plan and adopt a more environmentally sound alternative solution 
which does not cause unnecessary harm to the marine and human life in the Pacific 
Region. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of West 

Hollywood hereby adopts a resolution opposing the plan of TEPCO and the government 
of Japan to discharge wastewater from the damaged Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power 
Plant into the Pacific Ocean.  

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of West 

Hollywood at a regular meeting held this 6th day of March, 2023 by the following vote: 
 
 
 AYES:  Councilmember: Byers, Heilman, Meister, Mayor Pro  

Tempore Erickson, and Mayor Shyne. 
NOES: Councilmember: None. 
ABSENT: Councilmember: None. 
ABSTAIN: Councilmember: None. 
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 ___  
                                                        SEPI SHYNE, MAYOR  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 _____________ 

     MELISSA CROWDER, CITY CLERK 
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