Stalking Chernobyl: exploration after apocalypse
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Hello to all of you in Tokyo!

My name is lara Lee, and | am the director of the film STALKING CHERNOBYL, the documentary you will
be watching today. | want to thank Citizens' Nuclear Information

Center for orchestrating this screening. | very much admire the work that the Center

has done to educate the public about crucial nuclear issues to help citizens make informed

decisions about the ways nuclear power can affect their lives.

When we shot STALKING CHERNOBYL just a few years ago, the Chernobyl nuclear plant and the
catastrophe that unfolded there had faded from public consciousness. Yet, the legacy of the nuclear disaster
endures today.

In 2022, after Russia invaded Ukraine, Chernobyl came back into the headlines. For several weeks that
year, the plant fell under Russian control. At that time, nuclear experts raised alarms

about the risk of hazardous waste escaping. Since then, Russia has retreated from the

Exclusion Zone, but other nuclear power plants in Ukraine have been affected by the war,

creating many different dangers.

We have seen a similar pattern with the disaster you experienced here in Japan, at Fukushima.

Although the disaster was 12 years ago, many challenges remain with us today. The recent decision by
authorities to release the nuclear wastewater from the Fukushima plant into the ocean is just one example.
These events remind us that debates about the safety of nuclear power plants are as relevant today as they
were in the 1980s, and that the story of Chernobyl has lasting significance.

| hope that you will enjoy STALKING CHERNOBYL, and | hope that the film will spark a productive
conversation around the continued use of nuclear energy and its place in a safe, clean, and sustainable
future.

Thank you again and enjoy the film!
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