Stalking Chernobyl: exploration after apocalypse
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—— There are lots of things one could make a documentary on Chernobyl about. Why did you decide to
focus on the stalkers?
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Getting people to pay attention to topics such as nuclear safety is not always easy! As a filmmaker, | am
always looking for stories that will captivate viewers and provide them with an accessible path to engaging
with important social issues. When | started meeting stalkers in Ukraine, it struck me that these were very
interesting people to follow around. In filming their exploits, | wanted to create a documentary that, on the
surface, had a spirit of adventure and exploration that might be appealing to people who would not otherwise
be inclined to think about nuclear power, disaster tourism, or other serious issues. But | hope that, by using
this engaging subculture as a window into the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone, the documentary can end up
leading a wide range of people to take an interest in these more serious topics.
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—— In the film there are scenes where stalkers are making a bonfire and measuring the radioactivity of the
water, how much knowledge of radioactivity do you think the stalkers have? (maybe not that much?)
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| agree with your suggestion that some of the stalkers shown in the film do not seem to be treating the risks
of radioactivity with the full seriousness that they deserve. Instead of giving a heavy-handed lecture, my
goal was to show different people’s behaviors and opinions, and then let audiences make their own
judgments. | think that the judgment you have made is a valid one?and when we have hosted public
discussions with nuclear experts after film screenings they have often shared your viewpoint!
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—— | understood that many of the stalkers who appear in the film have parents who were liquidators or
who had once lived in the mandatory evacuation areas. Do you think the fact that their families lost their
homes has had some impact on the children? Do you have any ideas about why the children of liquidators
and evacuees would want to go back to Chernobyl!?
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It is hard to speculate about the psychological motivations of any given stalker. | met people who are drawn
to the Exclusion Zone for a wide variety of reasons? Some out of curiosity, some because they felt a familial
or ancestral connection to the place, some due to the allure of being on forbidden ground, some because
they connected with the sense of wildness and regrowth in the Zone. There are probably as many
explanations as there are individual stalkers. But it is clear that the Exclusion Zone exudes a powerful draw
for many people, and that is one thing that made me interested in documenting what was happening there.
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—— Russia's invasion of Ukraine must have changed the situation for the stalkers. Do you have any
information on stalkers post-invasion?
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When we shot STALKING CHERNOBYL just a few years ago, the Chernobyl nuclear plant and the
catastrophe that unfolded there had faded from public consciousness. Yet, the legacy of the nuclear disaster
endures today. In 2022, after Russia invaded Ukraine, Chernobyl came back into the headlines. For several
weeks that year, the plant fell under Russian control. At that time, nuclear experts raised alarms about the
risk of hazardous waste escaping. Since then, Russia has retreated from the Exclusion Zone, but other
nuclear power plants in Ukraine have been affected by the war, creating many different dangers.
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In the past year and a half, | have been in touch with many of the crew members who worked on my film,
and | have been concerned for their safety and the wellbeing of their families. Unfortunately, due to wartime
conditions, | have not been able to receive news about the individual stalkers who have appeared in the
documentary.
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